
j4 RIGHTS OF U AN. Part II. 

[Here follows, cn page 52 of the original edition, four para- 
graphs, making about eighteen lines of the fame clofe printing 
as in this edition. They are a continuation of the argument 
which fhews the manner in which reftridions upon power original- 
ly afiumed have been miftaken for a conftitution. But as thofe 
paragraphs are put into the information, and will publicly appear 
Vitli the pleadings thereon, when the profecution (hall Be brought 
to an iffiue, they are not verbally recited here, except the firlt of 
them, which is added in the annexed note, for the purpofe of 
fhewing the fpirit of the profecuting party, and the fort of mat- 
ter which has been feleded from the work for profecution *• - 

N. B. The whole of the feveral paragraphs, taken from th e work 
for this purpofe, does not amount to two pages of the fame print- 
ing as in this edition, and where they occur in the origin*! edi- 
tion they will be noticed in this. — After the before mentioned 
four paragraphs the work proceeds as follows.] 

i cannot believe that any nation, reafoning on its own rights, 
would have thought of calling thofe things a conjlitution, if the 
cry of conftitution had not been fet up by the government. It 
has got into circulation likd the words bore and quoz, by b e i°g 
chalked up in the fpeeches of parliament, as thofe words wer e 
window-ftiutters and door-polis ; but whatever the conftitu^on 
may be in other refpecis, it has undoubtedly been the moft produc- 
tive machine of taxation that voas ever invented. The taxes i n 
France, under the new conftitution, are not quite thirteen (hil- 
lings per headf , and the taxes in England, under what is cafled 
its prefent conftitutiom, are forty- eight ftvllipgs and fixpence per 
head, men, women* and children, amounting to nearly feventegn 
millions fieri ing, bxfides the expence c^colledion, which is up- 
wards of a million more. 

In a country like England, where the whole of the civil go- 

* The paragraph alluded to, and which follows immediately after the pa- 
ragraph beginning with Magna Chart a, is in thefe words: 

“ The hiftoryof the Edwards and the Henries, and up to the commence- 
ment of the Stuarts, exhibits as many inftanccs of tyrranny as could be 
aded within the limits to which the nation had reftri&ed it. The Stuarts 
endeavoured to pais thofe limits, and their fate is well known. In all thofe 
iaftances we fee nothing or a conftitution but only of reftridlions on alfumed 
power/ 

Query. Does the profecuting party mean to deny that inftanccs of ty- 
ranny were aded by the Edward, and the Henries ? Does he mean to deny 
that the Stuarts endeavoured to pafs the limits which the nation had proferi- 
bed ? Does he mean to prove it libellous in any perfon to fay that they did ? 

t The whole amount of the addled taxes of France, for the prefent year, 
F tiu*ee hundred millions of livres, which is twelve millions and a half fter- 
ling ; and the incidental taxes are eftimated at three millions, making in the 
whole fifteen millions and a half; which, among twenty-four millions of 
people, is not quite thirteen ihillmgs per head. Francehas ldfonedhertaxes 
ficce the revolution, nearly nine millions fterling annually. Before the re- 
volution, the city of Paris paid a duty of upwards of thirty per cent, on all 
articles brought into the city. This tax was collected at the city gates. It 
was taken oft on the firlt of laft May, and the gates taken down.° 
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Chap. IV. RIGHTS OF MAN, 

vernment is executed by the people of every town and country, 
by means of parifti officers, magnates, quarterly feffions, Juries, 
and affize ; without any trouble to what is called the government 
or any other expence to the revenue than the falary of the judge*, 
it is afton idling how fuch a mafs of taxes can be employed Net 
even the internal defence of the country is F aid out of the reve- 
nue \ °J? f 1 occa hons, whether real or contrived, recourfe is 
continual, y had to new loans and new taxes. No wonder, then, 
that a machine of government fo advantageous to the advocates 
of a court, fhould be fo triumphantly extolled! No wonder, that 
St. James s or St Stephen’s fhould echo with the continual cry 
of conftitution . No wonder, that the French revolution fhould be 
reprobated, and the res-publica treated with reproach ! The red 
look of England, like the red book of France, will exolain the 
1 will now, by way of relaxation, turn a thought or two to Mr. 
Burke. 1 afk his pardon for neglecting him fo long. 

“ America,” fays he, (in his fpeech ormhe Canada confuta- 
tion bill) “ never dreamed of fuch abfurd dodtrine as the Ri 'hts 
“ cf Man” 6 

Mr. Burke is fuch a bold prefumer, and advances his aflertions 
and his premifes with fuch a deficiency of judgment, that, with- 
out troubling ourfelves about principles of philofophy or politics, 
the mere logical conclufions they produce, are ridiculous. For 
mftance, 

ft governments, as Mr Burke afterts, are not founded on the 
Rights of Man, and are founded on any rights at all, they con- 
fequently mult be founded on the rights o ffomething that is not 
man. What then is that fomething ? 

Generally fpeaking, we know of no other creatures that inha- 
bit the earth than man and beaft; and in all cafes, where only tw© 
things offer themfelves, and one muft be admitted, a n.gaticn 
proved on any one, amounts to an affirmative on the other ; ard 
therefore, Mr. Burke, by proving againll: the Rights of Man, 
proves in behalf of the beafl ; and confequently proves that o-o- 
veinment is a beaft : and as difficult things fometimes explain 
each other, we now fee the origin of keeping wild beads in the 
Tower; for they certainly can be of no other ufe than to ffiew the 
origin of the government. They are in the place of a constitu- 
tion. O John Bull, what honours thou haft loft by not bein? a 
wild beaft. Thou mighteft, on Mr. Burke’s fvftem, have been 
in the Tower for life. 

If Mr. Burke’s arguments have not weight enough to keep 
one ferious, the fault is Jefs mine than his ; and as I am willing 
to make an apology to the reader for the liberty I have taken, I 
hope Mr. Burke will alfo make his for giving the caufe. 

Having thus paid Mr. Burke the compliment of remembering 
him, I return to the fubjed. 

From the want of a conftitution in England to reftrain and re- 

* What was called the livre rouge * or the red book, in France, was not 
exaftly fimiiar to the court calender in England ; but it uifficiently ffiewed 
now a great part of the taxes was lavished. 
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